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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-2, 4-5, 18, 23, and 26-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ogiri et al. (5,5 1 7,294). 

Ogiri et al. teaches a cleaning member for cleaning an image carrier, comprising a 
support plate 48 comprising a planar face portion configured to be fixed to an object 30 in a 
position adjacent to said image carrier 10, a plurality of reinforcement features (36, 38, 96a, 
100a, 96b, 100b) configured to reinforce a strength of said support plate, reinforcement features 
arranged on said planar face portion, and a blade connecting portion arranged on said planar face 
portion; and an elastic blade member 68 connected to said blade connecting portion of said 
support plate such that said elastic blade extends toward said image carrier when said support 
plate is fixed to said object (Figure 1). The object is an interior surface of an image forming 
apparatus (Figure 2). The cleaning member fiirther comprising a plurality of fixing holes 
extending through said support plate and configured to receive a screw 58 that fixes the support 
plate to said object 30. 

Ogiri et al. teaches a cleaning member 68 for cleaning an image carrier 10, comprising a 
support plate comprising means for fixing the support plate to an object in a position adjacent to 
said image carrier 10, and means for reinforcing reinforce a strength of said support plate, at least 
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one of said reinforcement features arranged on said planar face portion; an elastic blade member 
68 configured to clean said image carrier when said support plate is fixed to said object; and 
means for connecting said elastic blade to said support plate. The image forming apparatus 
comprising an image carrier 10; an interior wall; and a cleaning member 68 mounted to said 
interior wall and configured to clean said image carrier, said cleaning member comprising a 
support plate comprising a planar face portion configured to be fixed to said interior wall in a 
position adjacent to said image carrier, a plurality of reinforcement features configured to 
reinforce a strength of said support plate, at least one of said reinforcement features arranged on 
said planar face portion, and a blade connecting portion arranged on said planar face portion; and 
an elastic blade member cormected to said blade coimecting portion of said support plate such 
that said elastic blade extends toward said image carrier when said support plate is fixed to said 
interior wall. 

Ogiri et al. also teaches an image processing cartridge, comprising an image carrier 10; 
an interior wall; and a cleaning member mounted to said interior wall and configured to clean 
said image carrier 10, said cleaning member 68 comprising a support plate comprising a planar 
face portion configured to be fixed to said interior wall in a position adjacent to said image 
carrier, a plurality of reinforcement features configured to reinforce a strength of said support 
plate, at least one of said reinforcement features arranged on said planar face portion, and a 
blade connecting portion arranged on said planar face portion; and an elastic blade member 68 
connected to said blade 68 connecting portion of said support plate such that said elastic blade 
extends toward said image carrier 10 when said support plate is fixed to said interior wall. The 
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blade connecting portion is arranged on the planar face portion and extends at an angle (Figures 
1-2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3 and 25 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ogiri et al. 
in view of Kubota (JPl 1-2495 14A). Ogiri et al. does not discuss a process cartridge. Kubota 
teaches a cleaning blade in a process cartridge. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the teaching of Kuboto to obtain the ease 
of maintenance that a process cartridge provides. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 6-17, and 19-21 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. Claim 22 and 24 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 6-15-2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. AppHcant argues that Ogiri et al. does not teach every limitation of the independent 
claims 1, 26, 27. Applicant argues that the item 36, 38, 96A, lOOA, 96 b, and lOOB are not a 
portion of the blade holding member. However, these items support and hold the blade in 
position and thus are a part of the blade holding member. The second leg is considered the fold 
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portion by the examiner. The reinforcement features reinforce the support plate 48 and are on 
the outer face of a planar face of the surface plate. Applicant does not claim that the components 
of the support plate are integrally formed. Lastly, applicant argues that blocks 36 and 38 are part 
of the image forming cartridge not a support for the blade holding member. However, these 
blocks hold and support the blade. 

The claims remain rejected as discussed above. 



7. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quana M. Grainger whose telephone number is 571-272-2135. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8am-6pm. 

If attempts to. reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Arthur Grimley can be reached on 571-272-2136. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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